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Prov, Chap. XIV. part of the 34th Verſe. 


Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation Nabe 


ET IS Obſervable, that of all Hu- 
mane Enterprizes for the Wel- 
al TE fare and Profperity of the World, 
815 — none have at any time been at- 
ieempted with better Succeſs, than 


in the more Simple, Innocent and Uncorrup-- 


ted Ages of it: Wherein were found ſome 
Men of ſuch Generous Spirits and Raiſed Capa- 
cities, that without any . Regard to their pri- 


vate Intereſts, made the Publick Good their 
principal Buſineſs and Employment; ſuch as at 


firſt reduc'd the World from Barbariſm and Ho- 


ſtility, to the Safety and Convenience of Socie- 


ties; and aſterwards by cultivating of Arts, 
and enlarging of Commerce and Converſation 
mollified the moroſe part of Mankind; made 
every one become more uſeful and beneficial to 
another, and all inſtrumental in promoting the 


common Good. Men, that by their Reaſoning 


and Authority taught the World, that Happi- 
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Country to that, Wea 


(2) 
neſs was the main End of Wiſdom, and Wiſdom 
the only way to Happineſs; that Policy was in- 
deed a molt. W580 ary Guide to Government, 
but then it was as neceſſary that it {elf ſhould 
be guided by the Rules of Virtue and Religion; 
and conſequently that no People could be happy 
but under Good Governments, and no Govern- 
meat happy but over Good Men. 
But in latter Ages, when Religion began to be 
laugh'd out of the World by Wit and Humour, 
or juſtled out of it by Intereſt ; when an over- 
ruling Providence was ſet by, and Men aſcrib'd 
their Proſperity to their own Policy and In. 
duſtry; when true Wiſdom degenerated into 
Subtilty and Cunning, and Honeſty and Inte- 
grity became a dull part of Policy; then no 
Wonder that the Inſtructions of Princes and 


Stateſmen ſhould be ſought out of Profane Hiſto. | 


ries; that thoſe of the Ancient Greeks and Ro. 
mans ſhould, be conſulted and prefer'd before 
the moſt Sacred Oracles of Divine Wiſdom, and 
the Artifices and Devices of a dangerous Horen. 
tine ſhould paſs for better Grounds of State than 
the plain and infallible Maxims of the Miſeſt of 
2. VVT 

And ſuch has God himfelf pronounc'd this 
Solomon. A Man of yaſt Experience and Know- 
ledge in all Things and, Perſons; and at the 
ſame. time a King that very well underſtood the 
Art of Government, for *twas by God's Bleſſing 
and his own N this, that he rais'd his 
| Wealth and Grandeur, and ſet- 
tled it in ſuch a flouriſhing State of Peace and 
PRE PE 5 Plenty, 
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plenty, that his Kin dom dance ſeem· d Mike the 
Days of Heaven, and the Glory of” his Throne 
like the Sun in the. Firmament. 

And certainly, He that manag'd the Affairs 
of ſuch a King om, with a 'Wiſdom, as great as 
any Human Lawgiver. did ever yet contrive for 
the good Order of Men, and befide this, had 
God's Holy Spirit to direct and aſſiſt him, "way 
highly qualified to preſeribe to Poftetity ; ah 
accordingly hath left the World a arding Rule 
that ſhould ſerve for all Nations, Times Fr 
Perſons; which he has ien ak in this 
General Propoſition, - 


- Righteouſneſs Exatteh/ a me ation. 


In Pet ing upon which Words! den bb. 1 
ſerve this Order, . "To On | 


— 


Toft 1; ſhalt POT Rr to Tier That Righ 
neſs. Oy which Name the Spi rit of C 
easd to expreſs Kagel do's 1 a 
f and 


teou 
Was here 
Natural ffieacy produce the \ 
ſperity of Publick Societies. 


Second „ That i it do's by s Moral Cp en 
title a Nation to the Bleſſing of. God, the Pro- 
tection and Favour of Heaven. And for A fur 
ther confirmation of this, 1 wan N | 


* 1 . + - 8 


Thirdly and Lasch, produce fome cl lust. 
ces of the Diſpenſations of Proyidence to ſeveral 


Nations and ingdoms, which ave been eleva- 
* ted 
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ted or depreſs'd according to the predominancy 
of their Virtues and Vices. 


And Hrſt, That Righteouſneſs do's by a Na- 
tural Efficacy produce the Welfare and Proſpe- 
rity of Publick Societies. 4 wm 
And that either as it bears relation to the po- 
ſitive Laws of any Country, and is calPd Civil 
Righteouſneſs, or Juſtice : Or elſe, as it imports 
all Virtues Moral and Divine, and is the ſame 
thing with Religion. 8 nad Hh 

Now the former of theſe is in itſelf ſo evident, 
(it being the main Buſineſs of all Human Laws, 
and the End of all Civil Government to enforce 
it) that there is no need to inſiſt upon it. But 
that the Obligations of Conſcience ſhould become 
twiſted together with the Bonds of Civil Society, 
or in plain Terms, that Piety and Virtue ſhould 
be naturally productive of our Civil Intereſt ; 
this ſeems to be a Propoſition beſide the com- 
mon Opinion: And yet that the Conſideration of 
Religion is ſo nearly intereſſed with that of Go- 
vernment, that it is never to be ſeperated, will 
appear, if we look into the Conſtitution of a 
Common-Wealth, and obſerve the Subject and 
Matter of it, which is the Community; How 
that it is made up of Men of different Intereſts, 
of diſtracted Minds, of boiſterous Paſſions, and 
extravagant Humours; how many private Inte- 
reſts are driving on contrary to that of the Pub- 
lick? How many Men's Tempers and Diſpoſi- 
tions are ſo oppoſite to that which is requiſite 
to render em Obedient, that either by Intereſt 


and 


and Advantage, or by Humour and Inclination; 
they are ftill concern'd to diſturb and interrupt 
the Publick Peace? And what think we is ſuffi- 
cient to oppoſe itſelf to theſe: Over-flowings- of 
Ungodlineſs, and to keep Men of ſuch Turbu- 
lent and contrary Humours within Bounds to- 
wards one another? Innocency and Integrity, 
we know, are a poor helpleſs Guard againſt 
Fraud and Violence. And the Perverſeneſs of 
Men's Wills is ſuch, and ſo fond of an unbound- 
ed Liberty, that meer Humane Laws would 
never be able to reſtrain them. Only Religion 
and Virtue can challenge ſuch a Superiority a- 
bove other Things, and ſuch an indiſpenſable 
Obligation upon all Mankind, that it ſeems as 
neceſſary to our living happily in this World, as 
to our being ſav'd in the next. Without it Man 
would become an unruly Creature, fit only for 
ſuch a State of common Hoſtility, which an In- 
genious Author, but of very Ill Principles, has 
laid down as the Original Condition of Mankind; 
wherein he makes Men a Prey to one another, 
until they have made themſelves Slaves unto 
ſome abſolute Sovereign: And ſuch they muſt 
inevitably be, according to his Notion, either 
Brutes by the Law of Nature, or Slaves by the 
Laws of a Civil State. And therefore Religion, 
whoſe Sacred Direction permits not Power to: 
tranigreſs the Bounds of Reaſon and Equity, 
has in all Ages been reckon'd the Foundation of 
Government; and the Author of it, who is. 
Styled, 4 God of Order too, has made the Preſer- 
vation of Government and Order not. only our- 
Duty, 


Duty, but in itſelf of ſuch mighty Concernment 
to Mankind, that all Societies would fall in Pieces 
without it, and Confufion and Miſery. cover 
the Face of the Earth. For how ſhould Juſtice 
be adminiſtred, where Authority is not owned 
and where every Man's Will is the Meafure 0. 
Right and Wrong? How ſhould Property be 
preterv'd, where the weak are made a Prey to 
the Strong, all Incloſures broken down, every 
Man's Right invaded, and the diſtinction be- 
twint Superiours and! Inferiours confound- 
ed This would certainly be the Caſe, if the 
Bonds of Civil Union were unloos'd ; and thoſe 
would as certainly be diſſolv'd, if Religion, 
which is the very Foundation of Publick Tran- 
quility, were once undermin'd and exploded. 
Again, without the Confideration' of Religi- 
on, what manner of Intercourſe could be main- 
tain'd in a Society? Where there is no Con- 
' ſcience, there can be no ſecurity of Faith and 
Truſt ; and conſequently no Obligation of Oaths. 
Hence ſprung that Monſtrous Sin of Perjury ; 
a Sin ſo vile and deteſtable in its Nature, ſo fatal 
and odious in its Conſequences, that it confounds 
Right and Wrong, Truth and Falſhood ; a Sin 
that is levell'd at the Majeity of Heaven, and 
| betrays the Thrones of Princes upon Earth; a 
Sin that mocks and abuſes, the Ears ef 
Juſtice, and defeats all the Charity of Laws; 
that Arms the ſupreme Powers, and makes them 
firike the Innocent; that invokes Eternal 
Truth to Seal an Injury and Atteſt a Lye; and 
cauſes an Oath, inſtead of being the end of 
5 Strife, 


1 | 
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Strife, to be the beginning of endleſs Miſchief 
And yet even among Chriſttans, who are obli. 
ged by the Bonds of Religion, and upon Pain of 
Hell, Have been broached ſych Damnable- Max- 
ims of State as ſeem to juſtify all this: Yz?z. That 
it is Lawful to deceive thoſe whom they can 
well delude; and as for Sincerity, it is not fo much 
as Commendable, much leſs Neceſſary, but when 
Advantageous and Convenient. And Machiavil, 
that branded Politician, has had the Confidence 
to Publiſh to the World ; That Wife Princes 
ought not to obſerve their Promiſes, but when 
they tend to their Intereſt and IRE. And 
afterwards aſſigns this Reaſon of that black Af 
ſertion, if all Men were Honeft (fays he) that 
Precept were not neceſſary; but becauſe many 
are Falſe and Perfidious, for that very Reaſon, 
that they regard not their Faith, Princes are not 
obliged to tlieir's. Such wild Extravagancies do 
Men run into when they Act without any re- 
gard to the Principles of Religion, when mutu- 
al Truſt and Fidelity is derided, the Offices of 
Charity neglected, and Men let themſelves looſe 
to all Lĩcentiouſneſs. Therefore with good rea- 
ſon do's the Philoſopher in his Politicks adviſe, 
that the firſt and chiefeſt of Publick Cares ſhould 
be about Matters of Religion; that being as he 
ſtiles it, Eurexrindy dr. Kowortas youdbeotag Heeigpar 
The Cement of Communities, and the Founda- 
tion of all Legiſlative Power. Thoſe great Ma- 
ſters of Reaſon, Plato and Ariſtotle, Cicero and 
EpieFus, have left many admirable Paſſages, up 
and down their Pieces of Morality ; but theſe 
| upon 


(8) 
upon the appearance of the Chriſtian Philoſophy, 
== flat In languid. For *twas che Buſinc 
of this, not only to confirm the Rules of Civil 
Juſtice, 'and the more excellent Precepts of Mo- 
rality, but it has added ſtricter Meaſures of its 
own ; more exactly deſcrib'd the Offices of Supe- 
riors and Inferiors; heighten'd theſe Political 
Duties into ſubſtantial Parts and Acts of Religi- 
on; and bound 'em on the Conſcience with more 
Authority and ſeverer Sanctions. Thus the A- 
poſtles, generally in all their Writings, immedi- 
ately after they have Diſcourſed of the peculiar 
Duties of Chriſtianity, ſubjoin earneſt Exhor- 
tations to Obedience to Humane Laws and Civil 
Powers: And St. Paul particularly, in the 13th 
Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans, gives a per- 
g fect Model of the beſt and moſt 4 55 States. 
| Therefore as long as Humane Nature continues 
= what it is, the ſame Reverence for Things Sa- 
cred, and Reſpe& of Civil Inſtitutions, the 
ſame Vertues and Diſpoſitions recommended by 
the Example of Princes, and made the People's 
by Practice and Imitation, muſt ever have the 
ſame Effects upon the Greatneſs and Happineſs 
of all Governments ; and upon the Honour and 
Authority of thoſe that Rule, as well as the 
Proſperity and Safety of thoſe that Obey. _ 
Laſtly, Our Saviour himſelf deſign'd not only 
to conduct us in our way to another World, 
but alfo to improve and amend the Condition of 
the preſent; and to make it a more quiet and 
comfortable Habitation. And the Laws of the 
Goſpel are ſo excellently adapted even to the Po- 


„ 
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litical Happineſs of Man, that they are infinitely 
beyond what the Wiſdom of any Humane Law- 
givers did ever yet contrive for that Purpoſe. 
Nay, the very Genius and Spirit, the Temper 
and Tendency of Chriſtianity is ſuch, as Dif- 
arms the Factious and Seditious Part of Mankind 
of their turbulent Humours and Reſentments ; 
inclines em to ſuch Juſtice and Uprightneſs, 
Charity. and Beneficence, Quiet and Peaceable- 
neſs, as were its Precepts but once Sincerely o- 
bey'd, The Wolf might dwell with the Lamb, and 
the Leopard lie down with the Mid, and the 
Calf, and the young Lion, and the Fatling toge- 
ther, and a little Child might lead them; as 
was long ſince Propheſied by Iſaiah. And can *. 5. 
any thing more directly and immediately con- i 
duce to the Welfare and Proſperity of a Com- | 
munity, than ſuch a Peaceable Temper and Diſ- 
poſition ? That 4 Ring dom divided againſt itſelf 
cannot ſtand, is a Rule in our Saviour's Politicks ; 
nay, tho? it be that of the Devil himſelf, for 


| if Satan be divided againſt Satan, how ſhall his Luke xi. 

King dum ſtand? Peace therefore is the Cement 

that holds all faſt together. Tis that, which all 

3 the Political Societies of Men chiefly aim at as 
their End, and rely on as their Support. Nay, 

| the Holy Scripture itſelf in this ſingle Bleſſing of 

! päcace comprehends all Joy and Content, all Fe- 

i WW licity and Profperity ; inſomuch that the bleſt 

d Confort of Angels, when they had a hearty 

Ic Wiſh tor the Happineſs of Mankind, could not 

F better expreſs themſelves than in theſe Terms, 

a 


= Be on Earth Peace, and good-will towards Men. ne thy 
1 1 There. 


_ 
6, 
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q Therefore would Men but combine in this 
4 Peaceable diſpoſition, the World would become 
5 another Paradiſe. Kingdoms by a friendly 
Conſpiracy: of their Parts would ſtand firm and 
compact; and conſequently the Chriſtian Reli- 
b gion, that enjoins all Vertues uſeful to a Society, 
1 and binds em upon the Conſcience with ſtrong- 
i er Reaſons than the Philoſophers gave the Gen- 
tiles, or even Moſes the Jews, do's highly con- 
duce to the Welfare and Happineſs of a People 
or Nation. And that without reſpe& to any 
| Appointment or Decree of God, that. Things 
a ſhould be managed in this way; but purely in 
3 the very nature of the Thing. 
And fo I paſs. to my ſecond Propoſition, 


v. 


H. To ſhew, That Righteouſneſs, or Religion, 
| do's by a Moral Efficacy entitle a Nation to the 
| Bleſſing of God, the Protection and Favour of 
Heaven. Where, it by God? I» Bleſſing we un- 

derſtand the Poſſeſſion of many out ward Things, 

3 and a freedom from Temporal Evils and Incon- 
veniencies; the Propoſition is not ſo Univerfally 
true with reſpect to particular Perſons, as it 1s 
with reference to Nations and Kingdoms. For 
here (as the Pſalmiſt obſerves) the Wicked live 
aud are mizhty ; they fall into no Musfortune like o- 
the Folk, neither are they Plaugued like other Men, 
But Afictions are the Lot of the Righteous ; 
and not only ſo, but they ſuffer for Righteouf- 
neſs ſake. But then it is certainly true of all 
Nations and Kingdoms, that they always thrive 
. „ and 


maleth Wars to ceaſe in all the World, that breaketh g. 
de Bow, and knapperh the Spear in ſander, and burns 
el the Chariots in the Fire. FIT 


cure the Benedi&ion of God, the Source of all 


( 11 ) 
and gorw Great in the World, as long as the 
are remarkable for Piety and Religion. And 
reat reaſon 1s there, that thus it ſhould be. 
or as to particular Perſons, they being in their 
Natures made to live for ever, it is ſufficient fot 
the Vindication of God's Juſtice, that there will 
be an after-reckonitig, and a farther Day re: 
ſerv'd for the adjuſting all Men's Rewards ac- 
cording to their Works. But Publick Sotieries 
and Combinations of Men, muſt diffolve and 
end with this World; and conſequeritly- all the 
Portion of Bleſſings and Rewards, they are ca- 
pable of as Societies, muſt be diſtributed to them 
in this Life. And as I have undertaken to 
prove, 1t 1s Righteouſneſs and Religion that muſt 
entitle them to it. For LOW 
(I.) If the Light of Nature could diſcover 
that each ſingle Virtue had a natural ſanction of 
Reward attending it; then when whole Bodies 
and Societies of Men ſhall confpire in an exact 
and uniform Obedience to all God's Laws and 
Commandments, what a fullneſs of Bleſſings may 
they expect from the bountiful Hand of God ! 
Peace and Plenty, thoſe Glorious Rays of his 
Mercy and Bounty, ſhall attend em at Home; 
and whatever Dangers threaten from Abroad, 
tie Lord of Hoſts, as skilfull, as mighty in Bat- 
tel, is engag'd in their Protection. I he that pry xlyi. 


2.) That Righteouſneſs do's certainly pro- 


2 Welfare, 


Prov. x1. 
10. 
xxIix. T 
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Welfare, and Proſperity, King Solomon frequent- 
ly inculcates ; thus, ſays he, when it goeth well with 
the Righteous, the City rejoyceth. And when the 
Righteous are in Authority, the People Rejoyce. And 
God's Covenant with Abraham and his Poſterity 
in the xxvith Chapter of Leviticus, is ſuch an in. 
vincible Argument to this purpoſe, that it ſeems 


| Superfluous to mention any more. And what 


was the obligation that God there lays upon him- 
ſelf? Why, to reward their Religious Perform- 
ances with the encreaſe of their Land, in Corn 


and Wine, and Oy! ; with Peace, and a plentiful 


Portion of all thoſe Bleſſings which are account- 
e to render a Nation happy and flou- 
riſhing. >, 

Now tho” God hath not been ſo abundant in 
his Promiſes of Temporal Proſperity to us Chri- 
ſtians, the Goſpel-Covenant more peculiarly re- 
lating to Bleſſings Spiritual, and a future State; 
yet are all Temporal Accommodations implied: 
And if you'll take St. Paul's Word for't, it hath 


3 w. the Promiſe of the Life that now is, as well as of that 


which is to come. And conſequently is the ſureſt 
means to procure the Benediction of God, and 
entitle a People to the Protection and Favour of 


Heaven. 


HI. To this I ſhall add in the third Place, 
that undeniable Argument, the Experience of 
the World; with an account of ſome Diſpenſa- 

tions of Providence to ſeveral Nations and Peo- 
ple, which have been elevated or depreſs'd ac- 


| cording to the Prevalency of their YAO 
P = 4 48 
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and Vices. The laſt Thing propos'd to be Dif- 
cours'd of, | 

Now the Inſtances of this kind make up a 
great Part of the Hiſtory of the Jewiſh State. I ſhall 
endeavour to point - out one or two of the moſt 
remarkable. And the firſt ſhall be that of Sen- 
necherib in the time of Hezekiah, When the Peo- 
ple had {lighted the Covenant God eſtabliſhed 
with his Servant David, began to Apoſtatize 
from their God, and Debauch their Religion, 
then it was that God armed this Tyrant againſt 
them: And the Miſeries threatned by him were 
as great as the Aſſyrian was potent. But'the 
earneſt Prayers of the good King Hezekiah, join- 
ed with the unteigned Repentance of his People,. 
made the Lord to Repent of the Evil he had de- 
nounced againſt Jeraſalem. But notwithſtand- 
ing that God had revers'd his Decree, yet the 
haughty King of Aria was reſolv'd for their 
Deſtruction : He thought he had Strength e- 
nough to oppoſe Omnipotence itſelf; and there- 
fore deſpis*d-the pious King, and defied his God. 
And now, when to all Humane appearance 
Things ſeem'd to be Deſperate, all help to fail, 
and ſcarce Hope was left behind; then it was 
God's time of appearing with Succour, and in. _.. | 
the Mount will the Lord be ſeen. Second Cauſes ; 5 = 
were then bid to ſtand by, that God's own W 
Arm may be ſeen, and his Salvation appear; 
and he ſent Hezetzah and his People immediate = 
Deliverance from Heaven. For the Angel -d Een 
Lord went forth and ſmote in the Camp of the A.. "7 
Hrians an Hundred Fourſcore and five Thouſand. 

„ 1 Thus. 
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Thus the Holy one of Mael, rather than forſake 
a Nation that returns to the Obedience of his 
Laws, would cauſe the Hoſt of Heaven to come 
down, and Fight his Battle upon Earth. 
Now this was ſuch an extraordinary Delive- 
rance, that one would have thought ſhould have 
made a laſting Impreſſion Upon them. But 
within 4 while they forgat God who had done ſo 
great Things for them, ſunk into a deep Cor- 
ruption both in Mind and Manners, prophan'd 
his Temple, and defil'd his Worſhip. Then 
came Nebuchadpezzar, and ſack'd their City, de- 
ſtroy'd their Temple, and carried them Captive 
into Bahylon. And tho' the Conqueror had in- 
deed other Things in his Head, yet was he all 
this while carrying on the great Deſign of God's 
Providence, and was only the Miniſter of his 
Vengeance; in the Execution whereof he could 
not go beyond the Commiſſion which God had 
given him: For *tis he that puts Bounds to the 
Raging of the Sea, and to the Fury of Men, 
that they cannor exceed thoſe Terms which 
he hath fer them, 80 that at length the 
Cry of Blood on the one ſide, and the Prayers 
and Tears of good Men on the other, Mediated 
for the People, and ſunk deep into the Ears of 
the Almighty : So he reſcued them by the Hands 
of his Anointed Cyras, and in a Literal Senſe of 
the Words, Led Captivity Captive. E 1 ker 
The ſtrange Succeſs of this Prince in his War 
againſt Babylon, ſeems above the reach of Hu- 
mane Policy. And it is a remarkable Paſſage 
that Arianus relates in Alexander's Expedition 
_ againſt 


3, An 
againſt the laft Emperor of the Perfiart Monar- 
chy, Darias, viz. That when he confided in 
the Multitude and Magnificence of his Army, 
ſuch an advantage as the great Souf of Alexan- 
der could hardly Have askd, the Lord mighty 
in Battle vouchſafed to give hjim. For, as the 
Hiſtorian obferves, ſome fignal Mis fortune led 
Darius into a Place where his Horſe, the great 
Strength and truſt of his Army, could do fim 
no Service. A Place fo fit, that the beſt Coun- 
cil of War could not have choſe the like; for de- 
livering the Scepter of Perſia into Alexander's. 
Hand. The Succeffes of War depend upon a 
Thouſand Contingencies, which it is not in the 
Power of mortal Man to prevent or foreſee, 80 
that che Rave is not always to the ſift, nor the Bare 1 
He to the flrong. Nor can 4 Ning be ſaved by the pl. xxxiii. 
Multirade of an Hoſt, nor any mighty Man be de. 16. 
liwerꝰd by his mach Strength. But the God of Hea- 
ven that Ruleth in the Kingdoms of Men, that 
pulleth down one and ſerteth' up onother, giveth 
Victery, or ſenderh- x Defeat, as it pleaſeth H. 
And therefore is by way of Eminence ſtiled, the 
Lord of Hoſts, the fole Arbiter of the Succeſs 
Emp ES 3 
Now as the Perſſan Empire was raiſed upon 
the Iniquity of the CHhaldean, and the Frugality 
of their own Life, and Publick Diſcipline ; ſo. 
was the Macedoniun upon their Degeneracy, and 
their own Auſterity of Life and Maſculine Beha- 
viour. But when Effeminateneſs and Luxury 
had tainted their Nature with Servility, the Vir- 
95 groan . eee e 
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(16) 
tue and ſevere Diſcipline of the Romans put the 
Yoke upon their Necks. xy 

And now we are come to the laſt Tragical 
Scene of the Jewiſh Nation. God, we know, had 
been Gracious ro Miracle and Aſtoniſhment ; 
when after Seventy Years Captivity, he rebuilt 
a Temple where there was hardly any Monu- 
ment lett of its Ruines, and raiſed a Nation and 
Government, of which there were no Reliques, 
And yet after all, the Religion of ſome turn'd 
into Faction; and when the Church of 1/-ael 
itſelf grew Licentious and Prophane, and the 
Members of it liv'd as if they had a mind to be 
Scandalous as well as Vicious ; and Laſtly, when 
ö to fill up the meaſure of their Impieties they ad- 
* ded that Maſter- piece of Iniquity, and Crucified 
q the Lord of Life : Then did that Holineſs, which 
abhors Iniquity, deliver ' em up into the Hands 
of their Enemies; and the Romans, as the or 

Prieſts and Phariſees in their Council again 
_ Chriſt had foretold, did come and took away 
their Place and Nation. And they, once God's 
_ peculiar People, were forc'd to turn Vagabonds 
upon the Face of the Earth. The Viciſſitudes 
and Turns of this State God hath taken care to 

| ſingle out, and have faithfully Regiſtred, for a 
ſtanding Example to all the World, to ſhew, 
that the Fortune and Condition of all Nations 
and People, that ſhall do as they they did, muſt 
by Analogy of Reafon, be the very ſame with 
A that of the Jews. . VVV 
| | Thus have theſe Great States and Empires 
which make the Subject of Ancient Story) 570 
their 


(17) 
their Succeſſes and Decays, their Events and Re- 
yolutions. They have been raisd by their Vir- 
tues to the higheſt Tide of Proſperity, and ſunk 
by their Vices into the depth of Miſery and Miſ- 
fortune. And all this, 'tis obſerv'd, by fo juſt 
a courſe of Providence, that the Victors have al- 
ways come arm'd with ſome peculiar Virtues as 
a Reproach to the contrary predominant Vices in 
their Enemies, and the Fountain of their own 
Honour and Succeſs. . | 
And now to conclude, If National Sins do by 
a Natural Efficacy diſpoſe a State for its Diſſolu- 
tion, and the Publick Welfare cannot be pre- 
ſerv'd without the Benediction of God; If Righ- 
teouſneſs and Religion, Piety and Virtue Fay 
down ſuch Rules and Maxims as cannot natu- 
rally fail to raiſe a Nation to Wealth and Gran- 
deur, and the Practice of them is the only way 
to Entitle us to the Bleſſing of God, the Pro- 
tection and Favour of Heaven; then I ſhall only 
infer, what an indiſpenſable Obligation lies up- 
on us to/all the Duties of Religion. 1 
The Prophet's Advice to his own Nation is 
highly ſeaſonable in the preſent Caſe. Waſh you, Iſaiah 1. 
nabe you clean, put away the Evil of your Doings 
rom before mine Eyes; ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do 
Well. And then, If ye be thus Obedient, ye ſhall 
eat the Good of the Laud. But if ye refuſe and Rebel, 
ye ſball be devoured with the Sword, for the Mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken it; And the Arm of Fleſh. 
cannot reſiſt it. Therefore, if we would have 
the Lord ſtill to be our God, we muſt reſolve to 
be his People, and be as peculiar in our Duties, 
= - N as 
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as he is in his Bleſſings towards us; for the only 
way of ſecuring theſe to ourſelves and our Poſte- 
rity, is a general Progreſs in that Righteouſneſs, 
which both Exalteth and Eſtabliſheth a Nation, 
And in order to this, let our Magiſtrates execute 
. Juſtice ; our Prieſts be cloathed 
with Righteouſneſs; and the People conſpire in 
nothing but mutual Love, and the Publick Good, 


Then may we expect that Peace be within our 


Walls, and Proſperity within our. Palaces ; that 
every Man may fit down under his own Vine, 
and under his own Fig-tree, and ſee the Accom- 


pliſhments of thoſe Glorious Promiſes Chrift 


hath made to his Church; That the Wolf ſhall 
dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard lie down 
with the Rid ——Thez ſhall not Ephraim envy Ju- 
dah, nor Judah dex Ephraim; but our Swords: be 
turn d into Plough-Shares, and our Spears into Pru- 
uing- Hooks, and no more conſuming or devazring in 


all Goa's Holy Mount ain. 
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